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Dear Parents,


I feel it is important that you and your child understand my classroom procedures, so I have put together this handbook for you to use as a reference.  Please keep this handbook throughout the year and refer to it if you have any questions about grades, programs, or other aspects of third grade.  Feel free, however, to contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns not addressed here.  Thank you for your time in reading this handbook and sharing it with your 3rd grader.

EVERY STUDENT WILL BE A SUCCESS!

The Meanest Teacher in the World!

Ms. Coleman is the meanest teacher in the world.  She makes us…

Learn our math facts

Study something every night

Memorize things

Redo work that isn’t our best effort

Turn our work in on time

Ask questions if we don’t understand

Listen with our whole bodies

Try our hardest

Use good manners, even when we’re mad

Help others when they need it

Show respect to others, our school, and ourselves

Tell the truth

Pay attention and follow directions

Be kind

Never hurt anyone on the inside or the outside

Laugh with, not at, others

Read Read Read

Write Write Write

Learn Learn Learn

BECAUSE SHE LOVES US!

Mission Statement: Rose Hill Intermediate School community will provide students the opportunity to learn and develop the academic, emotional, and physical skills to become successful citizens.

Teacher: Mrs. Coleman    Grade: 3     Room: 301  
School Phone: 776-3330

1. School-Home Communication

a. Daily Agenda – Students are expected to fill out a daily agenda each and every day.  Students will highlight any work that did not get completed at school and will need to be completed at home.  This is training students to be organized and responsible.  It is also an excellent place for you to keep in close contact regarding all aspects of your child’s schoolwork and behavior.  Assignments, special notices, and daily behavior documentation make it very important that you check the agenda daily. Feel free to add any comments to me or to your child in the agenda.  

b. Parent-Teacher Conferences – Official conferences are held twice a year.  Please be aware, however, that I may request a conference at anytime throughout the school year. 
c. Teacher Contact – I may be contacted at school (776-3330) during the day, or at home during the evenings.  I request that you call at home before 8 p.m. unless it is an emergency.  I can also be contacted through email and the agenda is a convenient means of communicating as well. 

*Mrs. Coleman  Home Phone: 733-1526    Email:acoleman@usd394.com

d. Work Folder – Your child has a purple work folder in his/her desk or binder.  They are to keep all their work for my class in this folder.  Many times there are packets that will be completed over a period of days.  Please do not insist your child complete everything in this folder.  If they are uncertain what is due the following day, please refer to the agenda and look for the highlighted assignments or contact me.  NEVER DISCARD PAPERS FROM THE WORK FOLDER!!! 

e. Homework Folder – Every night your child will bring their orange homework folder home with their math home link.  There might also be other assignments that need to be completed in that folder also.  Please refer to the agenda for what needs to be completed.  
f. Friday Folder – Every Friday your child will bring home a green folder with his or her weekly work enclosed.  It is your child’s responsibility to return it signed on Monday.  School work in the Friday Folders is to be kept at home or discarded.  
2. Special Activities Students Attend Weekly
SFA daily 12:45 – 2:00

Library: Monday’s  10:40-11:20

Lunch/Recess daily  11:20 – 12:00

Recess daily  10:15-10:35

** Specials schedule will be sent home monthly.  

3. Food and Drinks in the Classroom

Students are allowed to bring a daily snack.  Please make sure snacks are of a healthy nature, such as, fruit, raisins, pretzels, homemade goodies etc..  Students are not allowed to share snacks unless they have enough for everyone.  A water bottle is allowed but must have a lid.  Unless I give them permission, students will only be allowed to have water in their bottle. 

4. Classroom Expectations

· Respect self, others, and property

· Listen and follow directions

· Be an active learner

· Be prepared to learn

· Do not keep the teacher from teaching or others from learning

· Complete and turn in all assignments on time

5. Academic Program Highlights

a. Language Arts - Language arts includes writing, spelling, penmanship, grammar, oral communication, listening skills, and study skills.
i. Writing – I will be following the “6-Trait Writing Method”.  This method uses conventions, ideas and content, voice, sentence fluency, organization, and word choice to teach writing.  The students will also use the writing processes of brainstorming, planning, revising, editing, and publishing.  Third grade expectations are that students are able to write a well developed paragraph with a topic sentence, 3-4 supporting sentences, and a closing sentence by the end of third grade.  Students will also be writing paragraphs using word processing on the computer. 

ii. Spelling – We will take pretests over spelling words every Friday and the posttest the following Thursday.  If a student passes the pretest they will be given challenge words.  Students are to keep pretests at home and study spelling words every night.  Students will get their spelling packets on Monday and work on them throughout the week.  Spelling packets will need to be completed by Thursday.  Although studying spelling words nightly is an assignment, it will not be noted in the agenda as it is required daily.  If your child says he/she has no homework, you can then remind them about spelling being a nightly assignment!  I am sure they will be very grateful to you!  Please note: Spelling lessons may NOT be done on short school weeks.

iii. Cursive Penmanship – Cursive will be taught during the first semester and used and refined during the year.

iv. Grammar and Language Skills – We will be learning subjects, predicates, nouns, verbs, adverbs, complete sentences, adjectives, capitalization, punctuation, synonyms, antonyms, and much much more throughout the year.

v. Oral Communications – Students will have a variety of opportunities to talk in front of the class.  They will be assigned oral reports, reading things they have written, and doing “Show and Tell”.  We will work on eye contact, voice, body movements, and interest.

vi. Listening skills – Students will learn and be able to identify those skills which allow good listening.  They will be expected to “listen with their entire body”.

vii. Study skills – Students will work with highlighting important facts, surveying the material, taking notes, and memorization.

b. Math

Four years ago we adopted a new math series named Everyday Math with this year having a new updated version implemented.  It emphasizes conceptual understanding while building a mastery of basic skills.  This series explores the full mathematical spectrum, not just basic skills.  Students will complete a “Home Link” worksheet consisting of active projects, extensions of the lesson, or ongoing review at home.  This “Home Link” should take no longer than fifteen minutes.  Your child will have a home link worksheet four nights a week with a few exceptions of five.    

c. Science

As much as possible, science will be a hands-on experience using the Scientific Method.  We will be studying water, magnets & electricity,  and the solar system.  As the curriculum is mostly hands-on, there will be very few worksheets or homework in science class.  This will also make it extremely difficult for students to make-up missed science work.

d. Social Studies 
I will work some on mapping skills but spend the majority of the time learning about communities.

e. Reading
I have saved the best for last!  During the school year we will be using “Success For All”, a research based reading program.  I will be sending letters home to explain the program and indicating your child’s placement and reading teacher for the first quarter.  There is a chance your child will have a different teacher each quarter.  All teachers in the intermediate school will be following the same plan and skills with the only difference being the reading levels of materials.  This should make any changes of teachers at quarters an easy transition for all students.  Success for All will be referred to as “SFA” in notes and agendas.  As with science, make up work in reading will be very difficult to achieve.  Please do whatever you can to have your child in school everyday for reading instruction.  We realize this is not always possible as illnesses and emergencies do occur, but for appointments and things, please try to schedule around the reading time.

f.  AR

Third graders will be reading and testing on AR books as they did in second grade.  A list of AR books available in the Stoll Media Center is available on the Internet.  Access it by going to www.usd394.com, click on High School, click on Other Links, and the click on Accelerated Reader K-5.  You can scan lists by title, author, or reading level.
6.   Homework Policy

All students will have the following nightly homework:

· Study spelling words

· Complete any unfinished assignments

· Math Home Links

· Read, Read, Read

I believe children need time at home to be children, to relax, and to participate in family activities.  I do, however, expect all students to complete all assigned work in class and if they fail to do so, they must do it as homework.  In math, there will be a math home link or worksheet four nights a week.  This home link should take no longer than fifteen minutes.  This year with doing the spelling pretests on Friday and have the posttest on Thursday this gives students longer to study their spelling words.  By doing this you might not need to study every night and could break it up over a couple of nights.  I believe students do better in school when they are not overly stressed by excessive amounts of school work at home.  If you feel your child has too much homework, please contact me.  If a pattern is developing with your child of too much homework, I need to determine why and try to solve the problem.

7.   Classroom Visits and Visitors

I encourage parents to come to class and observe or assist.  I do request, however, that you schedule a time with me and do not “just drop-in”.  Drop-in visits are very disruptive to the class, and when I am visiting with you about something, I am not teaching or attending to my class.  My primary goal is to provide your child with the most educational time during the day.

All visitors must first check in with the office and receive a badge.  If you come to the room without a badge, I am required to ask you to go to the office before coming in the classroom.

Also, I would appreciate it if you would not bring younger children with you if you are staying for any length of time.  Again, this is not conductive to the best learning environment for the class.

Thank you for your understanding in these matters.

Please refer to the agenda for questions about Powerschool, Grading, and Progress Reports.

Classroom Wish List!

Many times parents ask if there is anything I need in my class. There are always things I need, but I have listed the things we need most often.  Please do not feel obligated to provide any of these things.  I realize that schools are asking for more and more from parents and it is not my intention to put more pressure on you.  I just want to provide you with a list in case you have something you would like to donate.  Thank you.

Sticky Notes

Inside games for recess

4-square balls/Kick balls

Basketballs

Jump Ropes

Notebook Paper 

Erasers

Scissors and Glue

AR books

Drinks and snacks for after recess

